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«l don’t know brother. | really don’t know,” he offered in-
nocently.

«I'm told it was hours, but | had no idea of time passing. |
was just there, and | Didn’t feel time stretching or contract-
ing. | mean | just wasn’t conscious of minutes or hours
and such:.

«Okay, here’s my question”, | said. “What were you think-
ing about the whole time you were buried under those
bodies?»

«l only remember one thought,” he said, looking pensively
at his hands. “What was it?»

«lts ridiculous. You don’t want to hear it.»

«Would you care to share it with me?” | pressed.

«| thought about the potted plant on the roof of our house.
My father always made it face south, to get the southerly
wind from Palestine».

| thought about that for days. Then for weeks.

Suddenly all these ideas, thronging my confused mind,
spilled out with frantic energy. | WANT TO GET THE
SOUTHERLY WIND FROM PALESTINE. | want to go
home. The only wind | have felt all these years came at
me from a placeless place where things are best under-
stood when you look at the mask, no the face. | too want
to get the southerly wind from Palestine. | want to be in the
homeground where meaning has finality, where my core
may find its voice.

24



yards behind us because she couldn’t catch up with us.
She was shot first. Then more shots were fired, and my
two sisters, my other brother, and my parents were hit.
They all fell on top of me. I lay still. A few moments later
the fascists approached and fired about half a dozen bul-
lets into the bodies of my family members. | thought | was
hit too, but | was not. | still lay quiet after they left. Before
they left, | heard one of them still lay quiet after they left.
Before they left, | heard one of them boast that they man-
aged to kill not just one but six Palestinians. They were
referring to one of their fascist slogans about how it was
the duty of every Lebanese to kill at least one Palestinian.
That’s all | know until | was rescued by the Red Cross».
There was a silence around the dinner table. The boy add-
ed: “that’s all | know really. That’s it».

Two weeks later | met Ibrahim again in a classroom at
George Washington University where | was giving a lec-
ture. When | finished, | asked him if he would care to have
coffee with me in the cafeteria. He seemed flattered by my
offer.

«lbrahim, | want to ask you a question,” | said, after we
had exchanged a few pleasantries about his studies. “This
is a question | have been thinking about for the last two
weeks, since | last saw you. | don’t know why | have been
thinking about it, but | have. Before | ask it, though, could
you tell me how long you were under that pile of bodies
before you were rescued?»
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consumptiony.

GO AWAY FROM ME, YOU BASTARDS. AND IF YOU
WILL NOT GO AWAY FROM ME, | WILL GO AWAY
FROM YOU!

| went away from them all. | wanted, literally, to die. Dying,
no less than living, is an art. When you are prevented from
choosing how to live, you seek the freedom of choosing
how to die.

Then one day, | met a twenty-three-year-old Palestinian
boy at a casual dinner party. Ibrahim was a survivor of Sa-
bra whose entire family, with the exception of his young-
er brother, was wiped out. He and his brother had been
brought here by an Arab-American organization and since
the massacre had lived and gone to school in the Wash-
ington area.

During dinner, he and | exchanged glances. | was not go-
ing to ask him any indecent questions about his experi-
ences. In no time, however, someone else asked both an
indecent and a frivolous question.

«What was it like, brother Ibrahim?»

« I don’t know,” he said quietly.

The questioner, along with the other five guests, looked
blankly at the boy.

«l don’t know what it was like”, he persisted. “All | know
is that we ran when we heard them coming. All of us ran,
except for my brother, Jaafar, who was not at the camp
that day. | was in the front and my grandmother was some
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the dumb keys of a typewriter, in my comfortable diaspora
dream, in order to write a poem, and play with my child
on a carpeted floor, and complain to myself that the whole
world is taking its revenge on the defenseless children of
our exiled nation. It is so helpless a project-so vain and
absurd.

They all died, even those who survived, and | died too. For
when the fascists came, they came also looking for ME.
When they came to Sabra and Shatila, they didn’t come
looking for radical Palestinians or conservative Palestini-
ans, Moslem Palestinainas or Christian Palestinians, rich
Palestinians or poor Palestinians, young Palestinians or
old Palestinians. They came looking for PALESTINIANS.
| am a Palestinian. | was not there only by a trick of fate.
Why was | not there? God, | tell you now, | would have
wanted to be there. Hell, why am | addressing God? |
should be addressing the deuvil.

| had no desire to be an activist after that. | did not wish
to speak to anyone anymore, to re-create myself in words
anymore. How can you speak the unspeakable, imagine
the unimaginable? A Group of officials from the PLO,
headed by a man with a belly that looked like a drum, ar-
rived in Washington and told the Palestinian community
that we should “work on this thing” and “gain publicity” for
the cause by capitalizing on the sympathy of the Amer-
ican public. “Don’t worry about it’, he assured us, “only
hundreds died, not thousands. We only say that for public
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was an aggregate of Palestinian childhoods, silhouetted
against the walls of the mudhouses and proclaiming their
own unique formality. A separateness of tone. A kind of
absurd policy.

In September 1982, the children died in silence. The ones
who did not die in simple silence begged for mercy first.
The few who survived learned the ritual terrors of a jour-
ney through hell, and they would lie every night unable to
sleep, their hands reaching out for tough argument with
their diety. One day they will learn how to smother their
screams and their fury. | know. | am from the camps and of
their pain. | am one with them. I've learned to smother the
screams and the fury from my own past. All | left myself
with was a flash of images, a pungency of nameless pain.
| wanted to talk about Sabra and Shatila because | like
my voice and | like my pain. | like them in my aloneness,
because only in that way can | define our Palestinian sol-
itude in a fraternity of screams at sunrise. | never tire of
talking about death. How could I? We have mass graves
all over Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Palestine. | am tired
of books that describe them. | am tired, too, of my own
books, of fleeing into the confines of my poems where |
am sure of shelter.

| know, | said to myself, one day soon | will meet one of
the children who survived, and | will tear off my skin with
grief and ram my head against his eternity. Above all, | will
cut my fingers off, for what is the use of hitting them on
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Exile’s Return
By Fawaz Turki

So | soldiered on, unconcerned with the excesses of Pal-
estinian officials, until that day in September 1982 when
the frenzied packs came to the two refugee camps of Sa-
bra and Shatila, inhabited exclusively by old men, wom-
en, and children, and perpetrated their massacre, piling
stacks of bodies on top of each other and leaving them
in the muddy lanes to rot in the sun. Palestinian officials
wanted to “gain publicity” from the event. |, on the other
hand, wanted to die.

The thought of Sabra and Shatila invaded my mind and
caught fire, and the fire began to consume me bit by bit,
moment by moment, image by image. It encroached on
my mind like a nightmare.

| knew Sabra and Shatila as a teenager, when | lived in
Beirut in a neighboring camp. They were home to thou-
sands of Palestinian exiles like myself and, for close to a
decade, home to the southerly wind from Palestine and
some crazy shadows from our homeland. Home to a peo-
ple living there in a kind of silent orgy of intricate sounds.
What stood between our camps and the outside world
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start summer night dreams!

Dropping culture and facts of history or destroying writers
or margined ones will not support democracy nor solidify
a regime .Neither will it help president W.Bush or presi-
dent Sharon.

IV
The Size of Abeyance

What was astonishing in discussing national Jordanian
culture and the future of arts and culture in the Kingdom
of Jordan is the size of abeyance.

Previous ministers of culture did not attend the conference
.Some of them avoided the fact that they don’t match nor
had been fit to the job and the post. The same happened
with those who engaged the job of head cultural depart-
ments in the press nor did journalists or editors. Moreo-
ver, the members of parliament did not attend, although
they are in their parliamentary holidays and most of them
claim being the representatives of Jordanian people. The
general managers of both Jarash festival and Amman’s
international theatrical festival were also absent. Other
theatre or so called artists and directors and groups or
theatrical teams did not even pass to overlook the scene.
What a united one in the vision of the future? Promising?
We hope so.
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to it already and haters. Nazmi, by the way, is considered
Jordanian by the Palestinians and margined as Palestini-
an by the Jordanians. Actually he is missing both just be-
cause he was brought up in Kuwait since 1959. So, he is
lost by 3 Arab countries if not 4 counting Iraq of Saddam.
But, in his vision to the future and his passionate deep
strong voice Nazmi affected and impressed the attend-
ants and most of the participants since he dared to cross
borders that the lecturers couldn’t do. In the last hour the
prime minister Mr.Faysal Al-Fayez attended to listen(ac-
companied with minister Mrs. Asma Khader) to what the
attendants and participants would say ,demand and ex-
press. Al-Fayez (in Arabic means the winner) promised
clearly the coming reforms , some during a week, and an-
nounced that only 15% of the population are opposing his
government while 85% are keeping silent and need to be
activated to express themselves. These percentages indi-
cate that the prime minister has his own calculations which
are not understandable in maths. If these percentages are
precise and correct, what is the percentage of military and
security officials without considering other government of-
ficers including the senior officers who are voting always
with the government ? Do they need to be motivated to
express political will ?

And “if”, are they with or against ? One should wait more
than a week to see if the meeting (conference) was seri-
ous or not ,and if any decisions are to be made or just a
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of culture we are conferencing to deal with or enter-act !

]l
Bounding Culture with geography and politics with
place and time

The common defect of the talkative sheets of paper de-
livered mostly by phd. Certificates bearers(obtainers)
who work as teachers at the Jordanian universities is
that intended geographical limits inside the boundaries
of Jordan after the end of 1967’s war. Culture could not
be tackled according to changing boundaries unless it is
so limited and poor one. Avoiding critical realities about
the mutual (Palestinian and Jordanian) history and coun-
try makers, the speakers neglected, blatantly, events of
the near history of the Jordanians before June 5th. 1967.
They also dare not speak about any controversial point in
this modern history nor did they dare to go far in the past;
( B.C.) Many commentators like Mr. T.Nazmi pointed with
courageous hints and gestures the missing theme of cre-
ativity which he said could not be limited to political and
geographic boundaries since it is deeper than the history
of countries and related to the human civilization and to
mankind in general if we are going to measure it on crea-
tivity and progressive standards as well on human basis.
This opinion has its admirers and those who are hostiles

16



you check if this person’s case or family not destroyed
yet. In 1973 Tayseer Sboul shot himself dead. Before that
Ghaleb Halasah was shot to be out of Jordan and fortu-
nately he found himself in Egypt where he learned and
experienced how to write better than before. The ordinary
citizen in Jordan knows little about these two literary men.
Instead he knows by heart some singers and poets of no
significance. The political elevators pushed some men of
culture in Jordan to what they don't fit for, and the result
could be more than 20 books bearing one’s name but
no one book or text of them could obtain the approval of
creativity or of form from outside the Jordanian borders.
Some of the privileged turned to active marketers for their
“ Complete Works” and | can swear that they didn’t read
even the complete works of William Shakespeare not to
mention other modern names of the previous century or
even the 19th. We could mention names here and proofs
but the structure of society in Jordan and the taboo of di-
alogue. | mean the mental dialogue of thought even in
press) will not enable us to do this or discuss ideas, es-
pecially if the bearer of the ideas subjected to dialogue
belongs to a big or small tribe. The ministry of political
development is putting this fact and these realities in mind
when approaching the theme of tribes’ law.

The law which still runs in parallel with the judicial law ap-
plied in courts and mostly both laws are effective even in
a road accident. You have to imagine then what is the kind
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support for not a neutral aim of developing culture but for
other different reasons and targets from the ministry of
culture, the municipality of greater Amman and from other
sources, sometimes could be from outside of Jordan. This
is only one side of the picture concerning teams or groups
operating through foundations and institutions that believe
in collective work and elections to some extent that smell
democratic for political reasons rather than cultural ones.
Another side of the picture concerns individuals, since
culture in great part of it is a reflection as well as a per-
sonal production of creativity in some arts like literature
and thought. We may put it here in the phrase; quality not
quantity. In this situation you can ask why some of them are
paid and have a very high income while the really talented
and well cultivated and educated ones are struggling just
to eat, smoke and sleep forgetting, of course, if they have
time and chance to produce art and culture. “Why”, many
deserted art and culture or even reading and writing or at
least to be an attendant of fine arts is the core of a serious
question here. The lack of justice ! visiting courts for trivial
silly reasons ! being detained just because you are con-
templating a view or an incident for instance !

The lack of freedom ! or the need of 100 fils to reach home
in peace? Itis not kiddingly if we say that sometimes all the
previous reasons could gather in one. The oneness here
is not the real reason for deteriorating culture or spoiling a
state of mind but is an outcome which is not seen unless
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productive and creative are worried about the question of
freedom and doubt if the government can last more than
a moderately done short story or an accelerated show that
had been made only for the sake of money. The margined
makers of art will not be so optimistic about the whole
dilemma created by festivals and meetings ...so and so
..because they already know that the big trap is waiting
not far behind. Real art that deals seriously with the core
of social and political + economical sufferings as an out-
come of hidden facts of history will be the only victim of
any so called reform process ( suggesting, of course that
there will be such a process in deed). So what is the ques-
tion ? let’s see tomorrow if it will bring equality, justice and
freedom together or it is meant to be just an old fashioned
propaganda .

|

Quantity not quality and tribes more than culture

Not only the agenda of this meeting (conference) with its
indications that is questionable but also the nomination
of its attendants. What the planners are aiming at and on
what basis of evaluation had the names of the participants
been decided ?

If we examine the body of culture in Jordan we will discover
some astonishing statistical realities such as the number
of so called cultural institutions, societies, associations,
unions etc.(280) whatsoever named, that receive financial
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Real art and creativity are the only victims
By Tayseer Nazmi

In the Jordanian government spokeperson weekly meet-
ing which was held in the royal cultural centre on Monday
May 31st.2004, it has been clearly announced that the
government will not abide by the results and the recom-
mendations of the three days’ meeting (1st.-3rd. June)
which will deal with the national cultural affairs in Jordan.
Such a statement stir the question not of politics and fu-
ture policies of the Kingdom but it questions the whole
culture that includes both the history of the Kingdom at
least during the last 58 years and the adopted cultural life
in Jordan whether in edu. Or in media. This, also stir the
question of realities on the ground in what is called the
body of culture in Jordan. Those who benefited a great
deal and still from the ministry of culture, will support to
keep on it .Some others who find themselves more tal-
ented want to let it pass with its employees since they are
ambitious of higher salaries and distinguished governmet-
al services. The third faction is somewhat aware of the
skills and experiences they’ve acquired and intending to
share the private sector with their investment and trade.
Those who are really concerned and those who are really
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estinian thinker of a special quality that he paid the price
of his illness from his own pocket to swell with the other
writers of the fifth and sixth grade ... T.. Nazmi is more
deserving than others to be awarded the Jerusalem prize
in the Palestinian literary program ... You will recall on this
model and you'll find the suffering of ... Sorry to Tayseer,
however, we must tell the truth. That what was left of the
old thing .. We dreamed my friend a great size dream like
our lost home .

Dr. Nader Qanna
dr-n-alqunneh@maktoob.com
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This suffering Palestinian
By Dr. Nader Alqunneh

To my mind, Tayseer Nazmi exceeded since the mid-nine-
ties the narrow conception of what is known as the writer
or storyteller or a poet or translator, or any form of su-
pervision, classification and professional .. To fly in the
spaces laparoscopic experience of the resistance, intel-
lectual rebels of the special type .. Being embodied in the
Palestinian mature sense, despite the state of exile, and
human and cultural alienation imposed on him exclusively
.. Those who are unaware of the national constants and
values from which T. Nazmi experience in the intellectual
and literary find it difficult to assess the role of this intellec-
tual in the Palestinian cultural movement, and thus allow
themselves to distance him from the higher levels .. | wish
to examine the moral and intellectual output of this model
of the Palestinian resistance in all its phases, to let know
all the officials on the culture of resistance, how much they
have wronged the Drifter and the Palestinian suffering in
the geography of alienation, while they inflated self-con-
ditioning of the Psalms traders .. | disagree with Nazmi
many of the opinions, ideas and attitudes .. But | do not go
against my conscience in his description that he is a Pal-
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he remains a sleep in my bed and hands me over to op-
pressive awakening. As for death, he was found dead in
his bed for it seems that his marriage wasn’t legal and his
wife, Life, was pregnant. She told the two drunkards and
me: “Give me time until | deliver my baby so that | can

accompany you for | too have come to believe in the idea”.

The Door

The door too was fed up with time and with the two drunk-
ards and those entering and leaving. It got tired of being
kept ajar and got fed up with the pregnant woman, her
dead husband and of continuing to be a door. It left and
went to the forest without knowing that the forest itself had
left by force to the city and was turned into office furniture
and doors closed on hatred, deceit, oppression, forgery,
swindling, hypocrisy, bribes, stealing, robbery, lies, mari-
tal deceptions, political conspiracies and party meetings.
Finally the door reached its country of origin only to find a
huge void. It remained lonesome in the desert .No doubt
that over there it forgot the idea without pretending to. Af-
ter a long time in the desert after it lay down, slept without
a forest, without a home, without locks and without hands
to close it and open it, without those entering and those
exiting, it no longer was a door

*(One short story in 5 parts,by Tayseer Nazmi . Translated by Dr. Omnia Amin)
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him. Maybe he bet that | would forget the address, his ad-
dress of course. | obeyed his orders and went looking my
best and keeping patient, preparing myself to forget the
idea. When | knocked on his door his wife answered me
saying:” Excuse me | am his wife, Life. He asked me to
tell you that you in particular have to forget him”, and she
shut the door.

Sun

My problem is that | always wake up. | get up and start
my day with what has become too familiar, repetitive and
boring. | stay up till late , | get tired and desire sleep. The
minute | enjoy sleep and quiet, | find myself waking up for
no reason. Is it the sun for instance? Of course not, for
this happens to me also in winter time when dark clouds
hide the sun. It seems | have no solution for this problem.
Every day | start my day | feel lazy to arrange my things.
| hope that long sleep will rid me of them and of seeing
them, but sleep evades. Therefore, | found no other way
except to defeat the deceitful sleep by waking up till death.

The Idea

The two drunkards were amazed by the idea but they de-
cided to prepare for it with enough amounts of cheap arak
so they could drink to death. And |, the one who came up
with the idea decided not to give sleep a chance so that

8



to think of that and too occupied to think of all they feared
like for instance their bottle becoming empty or running
out of cigarettes in the night. Drunkards are always like
that and the night doesn’t share anything with them.They
are always like this only at night, without the night.

The Importance of Getting Married

With difficulty, and after many tiring enquiries and read-
ings, | got the address of death. Using my wit that brought
me a lot of trouble in life, | chose night-time to visit him
and to gently knock at his door. | thought that such se-
crecy would allow me to achieve my final goal and catch
him at home after he was through with the world of a tire-
some day. But the first time | knocked his door | found him
asleep. Maybe he was tired and fast asleep, so | closed
the door and returned extremely depressed. The second
time | went a bit early and found him at the doorstep about
to enter his house .When he saw me he asked me to leave
immediately and to give him three days. | found that it was
somewhat too long and boring. Waiting weighed heavily
on my heart after so much yearning. | was surprised to
find after the three days passed that he was warning me
and asking me to occupy myself with life. He even advised
me to go ahead to the person | wanted to marry months
ago and to give it a final try for | might succeed in getting
married and setting down and | wouldn’t be in need of

7



An idea, Two Drunkards and A Door*

At Night without the Night

The two drunkards, the owner of the house and his friend
suddenly became aware. It was an hour after the people
entered their house and they greeted themselves.It was
after they went to the kitchen and ate what food remained
from dinner: Lentils, bread, onions and garlic. After that
they served themselves cheap arak and then they excused
themselves politely as one of them took the new tape of
Fairuz’s songs and left. In this manner they both became
aware of the question. After a long silence in which they
thought, drank and listened to songs, one of them said to
the other: “ Will they come back to continue the night with
us?” The other said: “| don’t know”. The first enquired: “Do
you happen to know them? The second said: “No ...do
you?” The first said:” No, I've never seen them before.”
They continued to drink as if nothing had happened and
they both wished the visitors had stayed for a while longer
and they all sat and shared this long night .The door was
still kept ajar, or may be open, but they were too occupied
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The daily Jordan Times (24/3/2005):

The following article by Dr. Omnia Amin as it appeared.
WORD/ books. literature. ideas

LITERATURE/ Tayseer Nazmi looks for the unfamiliar and
the unusual in his writing. As a result he is often misunder-
stood Dr Omnia Amin says.

Nazmi and the improbable burdens of life
Dr. Omnia Amin

TAYSEER NAZMI has been writing since he was 20
years old. His early writings caused much controversy
when they were published as he was always after the un-
familiar and the improbable,which he always thought were
never out of reach. A lot of fantasy is involved in his cre-
ative writing, but Nazmi is more known as a critic in the
literary and cultural field in the Arab World.

He has a piercing vision that responds to the effects of
life from an angle that needs a special person with a sen-
sitive perception to understand .More often than not he is
misunderstood and misinterpreted as he avoids the famil-
iar in search of different shores. Nazmi is a creative writer,
a critic and a translator and has several books that are at
the moment pending publication. The following short sto-
ries are taken from his collection entitled A Feast ,Silk and
A Bird’s Nest published by Al Karmel Press in 2004 and
sponsored by the Greater Amman Municipality.
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